
SECTOR GUIDE: WIRELESS DEVICES

Unplugged
Wireless technology is arguably the next stage in the evolution of IT and consumer electronics. 
As the emphasis on mobility grows, Matt Grainger looks at what it is likely to bring in future and 
highlights some of the products available on the market today…

“Wireless is the future 
of computer technology. 
Wireless is already the 
standard.”

Greg Hartill,
Saitek

Personal wireless technology has 
transformed the way IT works in our 
everyday lives. Although wireless 

devices have been with us in one form 
or another for over a century, it is only in 
the last few years that the technology has 
been available to the everyday consumer 
for such a wide variety of uses and it has 
quickly become embedded in the social 
psyche of the nation. As with many of the 
more recent innovations, the driving force 
behind the growth of wireless has been 
the mobile phone, which has done more to 
normalise the concept of mobile technology 
than any other device. The rising popularity 
of the mobile PC has also had an influence, 
particularly in the business world, where 
time away from the office no longer has 
to be unproductive thanks to the world’s 
growing network of wi-fi nodes. “Wireless 
is the future of computer technology,” 
states Saitek’s national account manager 
Greg Hartill.
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 “Wireless is already the standard. A 
business executive can be lying on the 
beach in Barbados, or fishing in the Lake 
District, but be a click away fromhis 
business if the need should arise.” It 
doesn’t just mean that business executives 
don’t have to leave the beach, wireless 
technology means convenience to many 
people. Laptop users don’t have to carry 
around a variety of leads with them, and 
IT administrators have found that wireless 
networks are considerably easier to adjust 
or maintain than cable. Remote access 
even means that software issues can be re-
solved without having to work via computer 
illiterate users. Sandberg’s product 
manager Anders Petersen concurs: “I’m 
sure that more and more devices will 
become wireless as it gives the user so 
much more freedom. Wireless USB is 
around the corner, and wireless HDMI is 
also ready by now – some are even talking 
about wireless power. Additionally,

Sony DAV–DZ860W 
Midwich
SRP: £345.99
This state of the art 1,000 
watt 5.1 channel DVD 
home theatre system 
uses S-AIR technology 
for wireless rear speaker 
operation, pumping out a 
total of 1,000W from four 
sleek floor standing wire-
less speakers and a floor 
shaking 285W subwoofer. 
The stylish design inte-
grates seamlessly with 
BRAVIA TVs and Sony disc 
players, while the 24-bit 
s-master digital amplifier 
delivers crystal clear CD 
quality sound.
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wireless transfer speeds are increasing rapidly 
so, in my opinion, wireless has come to stay.
” Wireless data transfer will not be the only 
technology to emerge in to this growing market. 
Last year’s Intel Developer Conference featured a 
working prototype of a wireless power 
transmitter with the catchy moniker of wireless 
resonant energy link (WREL), which uses 
attuned magnetic fields to transmit energy with 
90 per cent efficiency at ranges of three feet. 
The intended end market use for the technology 
is remote recharging of mobile phones or PCs, 
and will be installed in everyday items like desks, 
coffee tables or picture frames. Although WREL 
is unlikely to be market ready for at least four 
years, it’s a good example of how wireless tech-
nology will continue to revolutionise computing 
and the way in which we use it. Wireless has also

“Wireless technology 
touches so many different 
areas of modern life and is 
likely to do so even more in 
the future.”

Greg Hartill, Saitek

been one of the key components in 
bringing the Cloud Computing model 
in to the collective awareness of con-
sumers around the world. “Wireless 
technology touches so many different 
areas of modern life and is likely to do 
so even more in the future,” continues 
Hartill. “One example of this kind of 
penetration would be the internet. One

of the great benefits of the internet is the way it 
brings people together, be it for gaming, conver-
sation, sharing photographs or video conferencing 
of business meetings. Wireless technology can 
only expand these benefits and I think the market 
reflects this.” At the moment, while wireless does 
bring the value of convenience to the market, the 
possibilities for the convergence of wireless tech-
nology and the data cloud seem like the stuff of 
science fiction. It is quite possible that in the not-
too-distant future, everybody will carry a single 
mobile data device that will be able to access the 
internet for any reason, from any location. Indeed, 
we are currently seeing a number of vendors, 
such as Apple, Acer and Nokia, jockeying to posi-
tion themselves as that future device. Whatever 
the future brings, wireless is definitely going to be 
one of the sectors worth watching.

Sweex Wireless Broadband 
Router 300 Mbps 802.11N
Spire
SRP: £39.99
This is a 300MBps wireless 
broadband router with a 
four port switch. Originally 
intended for businesses, 
this router has seen

  
              growing popularity 
in the home market. With 
ever-increasing broadband 
speeds, users want the 
fastest possible connection, 
especially when dealing 
with media streaming and 
gaming. The router also 
includes a fully integrated 
firewall, NAT support and 
wi-fi multimedia support.

Sandberg Wireless 
Touchpad Keyboard
Interactive Ideas
SRP: £62.99
With an operating range 
of up to ten metres, the 
Sandberg Wireless Touch 
Keyboard offers a mobile
mediacentric solution for            
                 home PC users.

Designed for use some 
distance from the desk – for 
example while sitting on the 
sofa – it allows users to 
easily surf the web, play 
music or watch films. The 
keyboard is also equipped 
with a row of shortcut keys 
for standard Windows 
applications, as well as 
special keys for navigating   
    Windows  Vista Media    
                             Centre. 

Cherry B. Unlimited Home
Rechargeable Wireless Deskset
Interactive Ideas
SRP: £59.99
This wireless desktop combination 
of a mouse and keyboard is ready 
for use out of the box, as no soft-
ware installation is required and 
the devices come fully charged. 

These ergonomically designed 
peripherals can operate up to 256 
desktops in one room via pre-
coding and carries an integrated 
recharger, used in conjunction with 
a USB cable.

3 Pay-As-You-Go Mobile 
Broadband Dongle
VIP
SRP: £29.99
The mobile broadband dongle 
allows users to get on the 
internet at up to broadband 
speeds, at any time and as 
such, is perfectly suited for 
the home, office or even on 
the bus. Since the introduction 
of mobile broadband in 2007, 3 
has sold over 800,000 of these 
dongles, which are aimed at 
users who are looking for a 
cost effective, flexible 
alternative to landlines.
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TRUST KB-2950 W\L 
MEDIA CENTER 
KEYBOARD
ENTA, SRP: £49.99
This wireless keyboard 
with integrated two-
button trackball, scroll 
wheel and 16 special 
function keys offers an 
effective controller for 
Media Center PCs.

Its mini USB receiver 
uses advanced 2.4 GHz 
wireless technology for 
excellent interruption-
free operation at up 
to 10 meters. Can be 
used to control live or 
recorded TV programs 
and works with the Xbox 
360.

Sitecom WL-330 
W/L Range Extender
Meroncourt, SRP: £59.99
The w/l range extender 
guarantees an optimal 
extended cover and re-
duces dead spots. It can 
also be used to give

any device with an  
Ethernet connection, 
such as gaming consoles 
or homeplug adapters, 
w/l capabilities. The de-
vice is easy to install and 
is compatible with 802.11 
b/g/n w/l networks.

MICROSOFT WIRELESS 
MOBILE MOUSE 3000
GEM, SRP: £29.99
The W/L Mobile Mouse 
3000 is designed by 
ergonomic experts to 
be comfortable in either 
hand. It is easy to navi-
gate folders, featuring

AutoScroll. Battery 
life is also not an 
issue, as they can be 
turned off to extend 
battery life – some users 
even experience more 
than 6 hours. Productiv-
ity features are available 
from the Microsoft site.

SITECOM WL-404 W/L 
INTERNET SECURITY CAMERA
SRP: £129.99
This Internet Security Cam is 
designed to remotely monitor
various spaces such as a 
baby’s bedroom or a business 
reception area or warehouse.

By connecting the camera to a w/l 
network, users can access the live 
images recorded by the camera 
from any PC or notebook via the 
Internet or Intranet. Due to its ex-
tensive w/l range, it does not need 
to be placed near the router.

Microsoft SideWinder 
X8 Mouse
GEM, SRP: £84.99
The X8 improves all 
features of the previous 
Sidewinder & X5. Image 
processing is increased 
to 13,000 frames/sec 
& the acceleration 
is upgraded to 75G, 
giving a max speed of 
120 inches/sec. The 
full speed USB gives a 
reporting rate of 500Hz, 
giving gamers up to
30 hrs active use on a 
single charge. It is pur-
pose built for lag-free

play with its 2.4GHz w/l 
& world’s most advanced 
tracking technology. 

CONTACTS:
VIP: 0871 622 7500
GEM: 00 00 00 0
SPIRE: 00 00 00 0
ENTATECH: 00 00 00 0
INTERACTIVE: 00 00 00 0
MERONCOURT: 00 00 00 0
MIDWICH: 00 00 00 0


